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By JAMES A. EDCERTON
MOspyright by American Fress Amsocls-
tlon, 1911.)

URING the werk snding Nov.

10, 1841, the one event that

blotted out all other toples In

the public mind was the Trent

affair. The report of this wnn printed
In the New York papers on the morn:
ing of Nor. 17 and wax mot known

gencrally throughout the couniry un |

til that day or later. It prodoced the

most unbounded excltement, the north |

exuiting over the arrest of two of ihe
chief men of the Confederncy, James
M. Maron upd John Slidell, eommis.
wlmers respectively to Grent Reitaln
and France, Outwnrdly
wan indigoont, but secrly It wos an
exultant ws the north, hoping thut the
inckdent would precipitate woar e
tween the United States and Eng-
land, , the 1wo commissioners baving
been selzed on board an English ves-
L]

The arrest was really made on Nov,
8 'tat’ tbere was no way to get the
wews (o the United Stutes untll the
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& M. MARON, CONFEDERATE COMMINSIONRR
10 ENOLAND.

San Jacinto, the American sioop of |
war that haod made the selzore, areiv.

od at Fortress Monroe on the 15th,

Four days Ilnter the vessel l'vlvluldi
New York, where Mnoron apd Slidel)

and their two secretaries were pliced

in the custody of United States mar- |
shals ond ordered cqutined lu Fort |
Wiarren, Roston hinrbor,

The Ban Jacinto was In command
of Captnin Churles Wilkes, who had
already bevome a world celebrity by |
beading an expedition of nmumlnnl
and discovery into the south sens and
the antarctle eclrele.  Prior 1o hin en-
cotinter with the Trent Captaln Wilkes |
had been on the west coast of Africa |
and on his return to Amoricnn wuters
crulsed about the West Indies, looking
for the privoteer Bamier, commanded
by Captain Raphavl Bemmes, It wan
then he henrd of Mason and Slidell |
and declded o capture them, after
which be dsvigned joining the Unlon
Seet and porticipating In the attack
on Port Noynl, The fight there was
over, however, before be came up with |
the commisxinners.

Bearding the Lion.

Messrs. Moson and Kiidell had man- |
aged to slnde the Federal blockade by |
leaving Charleston in o smnl) steamer |

on o dark and ralny night. They bad |
been recelved with bonors by the Brits |
Ish consul In Cubn owd took poassage |

frodm' Mavaua to 81 Thomas In the
Diritlsh mall stermer Trent, command.
od by Captuin Molr  Before thoir de-
parture the San Jacinto ran borrledly |
to Key West, soeking some other Uns |

fon vessel o help In the search, but, |
falling 10 find one, put baek 1o the Ba- |
bamn chonnnoel. through whileh Coptain |

Wilkes belleved the Treat would pass.

There, Just bofore muoon of the Sth,
the English vessel was sighted, and
the Ban Jucinto prepared for action. A
solld shot wux fired across the bow of |
the Trent.*but to thix she pald no
beed. A shell followed, und Capinin
Molr evidently saw the polnt of this '
argument, for be hove to In had hue
wmor, Captnin Wilkes sent o boat In |
rommand of Lieutenant I MoeNelll
Fairfax. executive officer of the Ban
Jacinto, who bonrded the Trent and
domunded 1o poe her passenger st

The War Fifty Years Ago

Commotion Over the Seisure of the Persons of J. M.
Mason and John Slidell, Confederate Commissioners
to Great Britain and France --=They Were Taken
From Under the Protection of the Britie) Flag While
oa Board the Steamer Trent on a Voyage From Cuba
to England---The Seizure Was Made by the U. S.
Steamer San Jacinto, Commanded by Captain Charles

Wilkes, an Experienced Naval Officer.
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| Falrfax repentedly In the face, but

it -

the pnescngern.  Commander Willlamn

the RBritish mall agent aboard the
| Trent, protested ns “n representative

of ber wnjesty’s government.”

1 Making the Arrest,

In the midst of the commotion two

of the Ban Jacinto's men took Mr.
Mason by the coliar and led him to
the boat, assisting him on board, the
sume operation being performed In
the case of Mr Slidell and the twn
secretarien, Eustls and  MeFaurland
The tamilies of Slidell and Eustis were
on bourd, and the officers of the Ban
dncinto offeredl to necommodate them
I they desired, bt the Invitntlon was
declinsd.  Commander Willinms nfrer
his return to Englnnd told n story of
Miss Slidell having struck Llsutenant

this wis afterword denled by Falr
fux, who sald the only basix foff the
wtory was that a lurch of the ship had
thrown the ludy ngainst bix shoulder,
There was one phuse of this affale
that seoms little less than providential
Captalo Wilkes, In writing, had In-
structed Lieutenant Foirfax an fol.
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sews became pubfic commimted oo
England'n pomiible attitude regurding
the arreat, It cited the Internations)
law on the subject aud winted thm
mont of the authorities suppurted »
view that wonld Justify Captaln
Wilken' act. It alwo dwelt apon the
fact that Fnginmd had uniformiy in
sisted on the right of search even In
timen of peuce: thwerefare her govern.
ment conld not object to the arrest of
the two commiscioners without atnirl
fylng ber own recond.  Yer the most
farsighted men of the time fenred that
Great Britaln won'd selze on the fnck
dent as a ground for declaring war.
There was n threefold mwotive for so
doing. Bhe could thux break the block-
nde, which was serlously interfering
with the cotton trade on which o
many of ber willn depended. ahe could
.| be avenged for past defents st the
| bunds of the Unlted States, and she
cvould strike possibly a denthulow at
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MACHINE THAT SHELLS CORN

Ears Fed Into MHopye. and Kernals
Are Beparsted Automatically—
Lightens Farmars' Burdens.

\ Another device to lighten the furm:
e’z Iabors has heen Invented by a
Nebruska man, This is & machine for
shelling corn, and, with It, on¢ man
can do the work of n dosen or more
by elmply feeding the ears Into »

hopper and turning & handle, Inside
the hody of the machine s & series
of scrapers between which the cobs
pasn and theas scrapers are so con-
trolled that they will engage ears of

LINUIENANT D M. PAIRFAR, © W N, WRO
MADE THR HEIZI MK

republichn Institotions. It wan the |

lown;
“Nhonld Mr. Mason. Mr. Blidell, Mr. '
Eustis and Mr. MePariand be oo

| bonedt you will make them prisoners
, and send them on boafd this ship im. |

medintely and take possession of her
(the Trent) os o prize.”

An Incident That Averted War.

This part of bis lustructions Fairfox !
chose to lgnore. Not ouly so, but he
was careful to glve no unnecessury of- :
fense 1o the commander of the Trent. |
At sne time, when that vessel wan

| drifting into ahallow water and Cap- |

thin Molr warne! the Ameticuns to
bvirey or he would pot bhe responsihle

for the ship's safety. Licutenant Falr |

fax signuled for the Ban Jacinte to
drenw nway, so that the Trent might go
more lnto the chnnnel. Uponm return
fug to hin own vessel with the prison.
ers Falrfax tedd Captaln Wilkes what
he hnd done and urged that the Trent
be not taken an n prize, advapcing an
un argument that It wonld dalay thelr
movements nyd divide thelr crew, thus

| making 1t impossible for the Bap Ja

einto to partieipate In the attack on
Port Itoyal, us was then planned. This
argument sevmed to convinee Captaln
Wilkes, nnd be consented that the Brit-
Ish vessel go on her way, On such
small Incldents does history somotimens
turn,  1lud the Trent been tnken an a
prize 1t s searcely possible that war
with tircat Dritpin could bhave been
averied

It Is surprising that Captaln Molr
did not lusist on the Americans tak-
Ing command of bis vessel and thus
huve forced the tsvue,  He himself snld
Inter that the Hritish admirmity was
“wery much disappolnted and displeas
ed” that be bhad not done so.  Hin re-
ply was that it bad pever occurred to
bim. Lientesant Fairfax baving been
#0 courteous aod baviug cogaged bim

JOHN ALIDELL, CONFRDYRATR COMMINSION.
Kl 10 FHRANUE

#0 In conversation about other matters
that be bhad “falled to see whut ufter
wird wus very plain.”

The urrest of Mason and Blidell wan
almost univeranlly applouded in the

{ north. One reuson for the accluim was

Thin Captain Molr refused. despite the | the prominence of the prisoners. Both

fuct that Great Hritain wans the one oa-
Hou that bad waintained the right of
search und had refused to give It up
sven pfter we bad beaten her In the
war of 1812, fought over this very
bane.

ldcutenant Fnirfax then asked for
Mr. Mason, Mr. Rlidell and their secre-
tnries, ond 8lidell. bearing his oame
. answered. Fairfaz was re-
by wurriage to Mapon. who was
lwated. Upon a demand being
that the commissioners and thelr

» (@taries go aboard the San Jacinto | |
[ goutlemen emphatically refused,

[ ] g that they would yield only to Ji"
o

Thercupon Lieutenam Falrfnx
ot . bowrded  the

- “
Trent siild ¢ geeat hubbub mude by

wen had beon members of the United
Btates wenate, nnd one of the secreta:
ries, Eustis, lnd beon a congressman
'and bad murried the dsugbter of a
prominent Washington bavker., As for
Captuin Wilkea, be beenme the bero of
the hour. The secretnry of the navy
wrote him a commendatory letter, Bos-
fon gave him a public dinner, the New
York Historieal soclety elected him an
‘unomrr member, the officials of New

ork city tendered bim 8 reception,
and the cougrens of the United States
gave bim n voie of thunks.

Lineoln's Prophetio Vision.

Yet throngh uil this chorus ol joy
ere wie 0 pote of misgiving. The
| New York Tribune on the very duy the

Machine Shells Corn.

thought of these things thut gave puuse
to oyr level headed statesmen,

On the surfuce at least nll Washiug-
ton was Immansely pleased with the
net. There war oue notable exception  are carrled Into bugs walting at the
Benson J. Lossing Is nuthority for the | mouth of the chute. The coba are
stntement that on the day the arrest | ejecied from the other side of the
of Manon and Rlidell becenme kunown In | machine As can rendlly be under
America President Lincoln npmu‘i stood, thie machine will save a great
himuself ns doubting the wisdom of | deal of Iabor, as the old method of
their retention. Lossing says he wan  shelllng corn by hand was a tedlous
in the war office at Washington when | onhe at beat, and was no gentle opera:
the nows from the Ban Jocluto wan | tlon even for that type of citizen who
first recolved and thiat three cheers  hax come to be known s  “horny-

any slze, An the kernels are mep
neated from the cobs they drop Into
8 chute below the mechanism and

were repeatedly given, led by the sec. | handed.”
retnry of war, Governor Andrew of

Massnchusetts apd others. The same
day Mr, Lossing visited the White |
House and bad a short interview with

the president. He quotes Mr. Lincoln

an then naying:

“1 fenr the traltors will prove to be |
white elephants, We must stick 1o |
American principles concerning the
rights of oeutrale. We fought Great .
Britnin for Insisting. by theory and
practice. on the right to do precisely |
what Captoin Wilkes ban done If |
Grent Britain shull now protest ngninst |
the act and demands thelr release we |
munt give them up, apologize for the |
pet un b violatlon of our doctrines and |
thus forever hind her over to keep the
pence in relation to neutraln and so
acknowledge that sbhe bas been wrong
for miaty years™

McClellan Alse Doubtful.

The president was not the ouly one
who suw the perlin of the situation
Renntor Bumner told a friend that from
| the first he belleved we should have to
' glve up the prisoners. General Me-
Clellan in n letter written the day the
news reached Washington, Nov. 17,
sald:

“1 find thut today Is not to be a day
| of rest for me. This unfortunate af-
falr of Muson and Sidell bhas come
up, and I shall be obliged 10 devole
the day to endenvoring to get our gov-
ernment to take the only prompt and
bonornble course of avolding s war
with England and France. 1t In sick:
ening o the extreme und mukes me
feel heavy at heart when | wsee the
wenknens and unfiiness of the poor
| belngs who control the destinles of (his |
great country.” |

It s too badd that General MeClellan |

| could not aunounce the truth of a
proposition without sncering nt oth:
ern. On Its fuve the siur in the above
would seem to have been alowsd at |

Mr. Lincoln  Yet In the same letter |
MeClellan tnken occaslon to give o |
partinl and patronizing approval to his
chlef by saying, “The president Is

honest and wmeans well.”  Mr, Lincoln
was pot only honest and well menn
ing. but suw the troth of the Trent
| nftalr quite us cleurly as did Genern!
MeClellnn.

Outslde of the popular excliement
over the Mason and Rlldell aWfalr
there was litle of interest durlng the
| third week In November. Ope amus
| Ing ineldent Involved the capture of
wie Unlon forugers near Upton's
Mill, Va. These men bad left some
fornge on A cortaln farm and went
out to get it. The farmer seemed
friendly und invited the soldiers 1o
stay for dinner  They did so, leaving |
thelr muskets and an  Ioadeguate
guard outside  The farmer sent word
to a Confederiate troop lurking in the
vicinity, who eame up quietly, over:
came the guard before they could
make nn outery apd bugged the squad,
forage nnd all,

During thin week General Ranks ad-
vanced into Aecomne eounty. Va.
some of hin troops having a slight
skirmish near Point of Rocka, Other
#ffalrs of minor {mportance orcurrod |
near Falls Church, Va,; Cass county. |
Mo.; Wamaw. Mo.: Romney. weatern|
Virginla: Wirt Court House, western |
| Virgining Palmyrn, Mo, and Ospress
Rridge. Ky. Genernl Floyd wus now
retronting ont'af ‘Western Virginin, vir-
tunlly ending the fizuting in that wec-
Hon,

TIME FOR HARVESTING OATS
Crop Bhould Be Cut Whan Grain s
8till in the Dough State—Haul
in Befora Heavy Rain.

Onts should be cut when the graln
in In the dough stage. If cut when the
grain s In the milk the graln will be
light In welght, and It cut when full
Tipe there will be u loss of grain in
hundling. says & writer in the Haltl
more American. We endeavor to cut
when the milk Ie out of the grain
The crop In cut with self-binder, mak-
ing small sheaves. Twelve sheaves nre
pet 10 a shock, and ax soon ms the
straw Is cured and the grein hard and
dry we haul in as quickly as posaible.

| The crop should be hauled In before n

heavy rain, an it I8 almost Impossible

[ to dry the bundles If tha straw s

once thoroughly wet, 1t s u hard tank
to take down the shocks, open out the
hundles ang spread out the sheavea to
dry. Owing to the soft straw and
cha®l around the grain the molsture
dries out smlowly, even when the
wenther in hot and dry. CGrain and
Iabor are saved by getting the crop
under cover before ahowers.

After the sheaves are hauled In the
Aeld should he raked. These rakinge
ent ine and mixed with a little milk
feed muke an excellent summer feed
for the horses, As soon as the oats
are under cover the feld should be
ol over with the two-horse sulky cul
tivator or the steel disk. Run the enl
tivator both ways, ‘This early work:
Ing brings the wild seeds to the sur
face; It also prevents the soll from
crustlng over

STACK HAY IN LARGE FIELDS

Modern Machine Shown Herewith Fa.
cllitates Work Considerably—
Lakor of Bix Men.

On many western farms hay ix
stacked In large gquantities, and the
work Is done by help hired by the
day. Consequently It (s necessury to
push the stucking as fast us porsible.
The modern stieker shown In the cut
with the sweep rake facllitates

Western Way of Stacking Hay.
this work a great deal, says the Farm

and Home. The hay Is picked up by
the sweep rake In bunches of about
1,000 pounds and delivered onto the
stacker. The horse attached to the
stacker pulls this onto the plle. Bix
men ean put up hay at the rate of 25
tons per day with an apparatus such
as this, using two sweep rakes, an
ordinary rake and one mower.

Care of the Lawn,

If the season bappens to be a dry
one don't mow the lawn oftener than
once m week, Frequent clipping
causes rapid evaporation of molsture
from the soll

Aljow the clippings to remain In &
dry meason. They halp to shade the
soll and act as a muloh..

To do good work with your lawn
mower keep ;. well olled and sharpen
it frequently.
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GRASS OF GUEAT IMPORTANCE

ok

Qreat Problam of Mainiaining Fartill
ty of Boll for Future Crepe
Solved in One Way.

Ry W. L GARDNER.)

In attempting to farm without
Rrasses the farmer Ia lifting without
a lever; he is pulling & lond with the
welght on the hind wheels; he Is cut:
ting with a dull ax.

With grass as a busls grains, frulte
vegetables and meat, all the triumphe
of farmiug are possible. The first
thing that | would advise all those
who contempinte buying a farm to
look into, would be Its capacity to
grow  clover and other nutritious
granses snd learn what means would
be avallable for fertilizing such mead.
owa,

The grass can be converted Into
milk and prodncis Into beel, pork or
mutton and returned to the land In
the form of manure for the grain crope
or you may sell the hay by the ton
according to the facts of your particu:
Inr locality,

I would not advise any one to think
of buying a farm that did not have
At least 20 acres of graes land that
would produce at least two tons of
hay per acre under favorable condl
tlone.

The greateat thrift and profit made
by farmers: off thelr farms In ten of
the leading agriculturnl states that |
have vislted during the past (wo
years have been made by those wWho
make dalrying and the growing of live
stock their chief reliance.

The great question of keeping up
the fertility of the soll for future
crops can be solved in only one way
and that is by the growing of more
clovers s grasses und feeding more
live stock and returning w1l of the
manure thus made to the flelds

GAS ENGINE FOR FARM WORK

Large Whaels of Carriege Make It
Easlly Managed, Even on Rough
Ground—Bhown in Africa.

At the recent agricaltural exposi
tion In Tunis, Africa. the makers of
the Gnome motor for seroplanes ex:
Bibited a six-horsepower motor de
slgned for use on the farm, which,
while not presenting any novel fea.
tures of motor construction, attracted

Gas Engine for Farm Werk.

much attention on aceount of In
uniqgue mounting which closely resem:
bles & gun carringe, says Popular
Mechanics. The large wheels of this
carriage make It eanily managed
even on rough ground, and two men
can transport It from place o place
The motor Is made for gasoline or oll
consumption,

STORE POTATOES IN WINTER

Kangas Man Glves His Method of Pre-
paring and Kesping Tubers
During Cold Weathar.

Wy I F. MILLER, Kansaa)

My way of keeping polatoes during
the winter ia to select a high plece of
ground that wil) drain iteelf well, then
1 put a lot of hay on the ground and
put the poistoes on the hay, plling
them up nicely. 1 then cover with hay
or straw as thick as 1 think best, then
put & VNight layer of dirt on the hay,
and as the season geta colder, I put on
more dirt, To keep potatoes In the
spring for summer use, put them in a
dark room and give them plenty of
air, sprinkling some air-slacked lime
over them, Also keep all sprouts off
of them, and you will have potatoes
until you can rulse new ones.

A full silo makes a fat pocket hook

The manure spreader Is a profit
collector,

The lead pencll is the most valuable
tool on the farm.

Poorly shocked graln Is & shocking
displuy of poor farming.

You need a sllo because with It you
can make more money.

Careful feeding Is necessary to the
esvonomical use of the oat bin,

Manure and disking will renovate
the worn oul pasture or meadow.

Corn 18 just right for the sllo when
it inm a litle too hard for roasting
ears.

The most succesaful growers of al
falfa recommend sowing the seed In
spring.

Full rye will make good spring pas
ture at a time when pasture will be
greatly nesded.

You can usually tell a good farmer
by the orderly appearance of his barn
floor and grapary.

It Is best to manure and plow the
garden as soon as the growing season
In over and the crops harvested.

It you watch the thistles carefully
and do not let them go to seed for
two or three years you will rejoice in
thelr absence,

A one Inch plpe from the tank om
the windmill to the house and anothe:
0 the barn with B0 feet of “garden
hose attached to each Is & great deal

cheaper than a fire.
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BENEFITS OF GOOD F"NCES

Nething Adds More to General Ap-
pearance of Farm Than Geed
Strong Fences—Prevent Trouble.

My JONN BAILEY BRUCE)

Good fences make friendly neigh-
hode, ' Any man who keepa live stock
should have good fencea and strong
gaten. Frokea down fences and dllap-
idated gales are a constant source
of annoyance and trouble. Many
valuable animals are Injured by brok-
en fences and gates, not always by
the fence or gate iteelf, perhaps by
getting out through the fence or gate
into a field of clover or graln and
eating suficlent to cause bloat or by
getting into an apple orchard and

An Eselly Opened Qate.

choking or by strolling onto the rall-
road track and being hit by the cars.

Perhaps the whole herd Dbreaks
through the neigbbor's flelds and
destroys his crops. Buch things are
mighty unpleasant and cause bad
feelings among the best of neighbors.

(lood fencem and strong gates are
cheaper than good stock and dam-
nge sults, COood gates and fences add
to the permanent value of the farm.
If a man has not suficlent pride In
his farm to keep up his fences and
gntea the matter of economy should
compel bim to give these matters
attention

It Is poor economy to allow a pure
bred cow to break through a §2 gate
and get with calf to some neighbor's
scrub bull, The poor gate Is the
woakest link In the fence. There Is
nothing that adds more to the gen-
eral appearance of the farm than
Rood, strong fences, Ruch appearances
amount to hundreds of dollare If we
are selling our farms.

The gate shown In the {llustration
will be found to be of great ecom-
venlence, A pin s set In the gate
post and a pole at least as long as
the gate s made to turn on It

A box full of stones heavy enough
to balance the gate Is placed on one
end of this pole, and to the other end
In fastened & plece of strap fron that
connecta with the center of the gate.
The hinges on thin gate are pleces of
round iron so set that a ring on the
gate will elide up and down on them.
This allows the gate to be ralsed or
lowered.

HOLDING FODDER FOR STOCK

Device for Placing Cernatalks and
Other Feeda That Would Be
Thrown Out, Just Invented.
Fodder, such as cornatalks that are
not shredded, |s [frequently tossed
out of the manger and wastad. A
device for bolding thir kind of feed
against the wall in front of the
manger Is shown in the (llustration,

Holding Food for Steck.
says a writer in the Populur Mechan-

fen, It in made of 8 by 4 Inch mate
rial, about % feet long, hinged at the
lower end and clamped at the top.
The stalks are placed behind the up-
right plecd and securely elamped.
Several of these devices placed at
intervals along the wanger will make
it hard for the stock to pull the fod-
der out and waste It

Dalry Products.

The cow will produce about meven
times a8 much human food per unmit
of feed consumed as will the steer.
In fact, the cornstalks, leaves and
cobs produced on one acre of corn,
if fed to & steer, will provide material
for about 60 per cent. edible dry mat.
ter in.the form of flesh, while If fed
to a dalry cow about 330 per cemt.
edible dry matter will be produced.
Natlonal economy, then, would de
mand that our hill pastures and low-
land meadows as well as the coarse
fodders of cultivated felds be em-
ployed in the production of milk.

Bouring Cream.

The development of lactic acld, or
the souring of cream, does not Im
crease the butter fat content. As &
rule, when cream becomes sour it s
more dificult to test than when It ie
sweet. The difficulty in obtaining an
accurate test of sour milk or cream
Hes In the fact that It is not easy to
obtain an sccurate sample.




